REVELATION TODAY – 2020
Presentation #1 – “The Next World Superpower”
Opening Thoughts – Revelation 1:1-3
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The book of Revelation does not conceal Jesus Christ – it reveals Him!
Those who read, hear, and follow the various admonitions in Revelation will be blessed!
There are seven blessings in Revelation – Rev. 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7; 22:14.
Revelation is written with various signs and symbols that need to be understood.
These signs and symbols can be unlocked/understood by allowing the Bible to interpret itself!
“Beasts” symbolize kingdoms and empires (Dan. 7:17, 23).
“Seas” symbolize the nations of earth and highly populated areas (Rev. 17:15).
“Horns,” “heads,” and “mountains” also symbolize kingdoms (Jer. 51:24-25; Rev. 17:9-12).
A “woman” symbolizes a church/religious system (Rev. 12:17; Eph. 5:22-32; 2 Cor. 11:2).
“Seals” represent God’s divine decrees for His will to be carried out (Est. 8:7; Dan. 6:8-9, 17).
“Trumpets” represent divine judgments, calls to repentance, and the sounding of warning
messages (Josh. 6:12-21; Joel 2:15-18; Isa. 58:1; 1 Cor. 14:8).
The entire book of Revelation can be organized into a pyramid (chiasm) of parallel themes.

The Next World Superpower
§

Does Bible prophecy predict the next world superpower?
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Revelation predicts that, at the end of human history, a global confederacy will be created to
support and worship the end-time antichrist power in four main areas: politics, religion, law, and
economics. This global confederacy will attempt to become the next world superpower.
Revelation 13:1-3 – the “beast” is the antichrist power; the ten “horns” symbolize a worldwide
confederacy of global political leaders and their respective nations that unify with the antichrist
(Rev. 17:12-13); the seven “heads” are the seven major kingdoms of history that have
persecuted the faithful; these include Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and
the Antichristian kingdom that arises future to John’s day (Rev. 17:9-11); the eighth power is
this same end-time antichristian kingdom after its deadly wound is healed (Rev. 13:3); the ten
“horns” are on this seventh head; these details symbolize an end-time political unification.
Revelation 17:3-5 – the “beast” supports a “harlot” called “Babylon,” which is a name
associated with the antichrist; this “harlot” symbolizes an apostate religious system that is the
“mother of harlots,” i.e. the leader of all false religions; this symbolizes an end-time unification
of all false religious systems, which come together and unify to worship the antichrist.
Revelation 13:11-15 – a second “beast” arises to force the world to worship the first (antichrist)
“beast”; this second “beast” erects an “image” to the antichrist “beast,” which symbolizes the
setting up of a legal system to worship the antichrist (Dan. 3:8-12); in other words, global laws
will be passed to force the nations and inhabitants of earth to worship the antichrist.
Revelation 13:16-17 – no one will be able to “buy or sell” unless they have the “mark” of the
first (antichrist) “beast,” which means that economic sanctions will be imposed upon those who
refuse to worship the antichrist and choose not to receive the mark of the beast.

Summary – An End-Time Global Antichristian Confederacy
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A global confederacy of nations will unite to follow the antichrist power (politics).
This confederacy will promote world-wide worship of the antichrist power (religion).
This confederacy will legally enforce antichrist worship through the mark of the beast (law).
This confederacy will limit buying and selling to those who have the mark (economics).
QUESTION – Will this end-time global confederacy achieve lasting success in its agenda for
global control as the next world superpower of Bible prophecy?
Revelation reveals that this end-time global confederacy will NOT be successful (Rev. 15:2-3).
The book of Daniel also confirms this conclusion; there is a prophecy in chapter 2 which shows
that Christ will return to destroy this end-time global confederacy, and set up an eternal
kingdom that will become an eternal, lasting world superpower!

Daniel 2:31-45
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King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon dreamed of a great image with a head of gold, chest and arms
of silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet of iron and clay.
A stone cut out without hands smashed the feet of this image and destroyed it.
Daniel explained that each metal describes an earthly empire: Gold = Babylon (605-539 BC);
Silver = Medo-Persia (539-331 BC); Brass = Greece (331-168 BC); Iron = Rome (168 BC to AD
476); Iron/Clay Mixture = Divided Kingdoms (AD 476 to the Present).
The stone cut out without hands is Christ and His kingdom (Acts 4:10-12; Matt. 21:42-44).
The vision in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is described in Dan. 2:31-35; Daniel described the vision
in Dan. 2:36-45; this vision/explanation format is present in Daniel’s apocalyptic visions.
Overall, this metallic image describes the major empires of human history that have been
directly involved in the affairs of God’s followers.
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Daniel 2 Symbol
Head of Gold
Chest/Arms of Silver
Belly/Thighs of Brass
Legs of Iron
Feet of Iron/Clay
Stone Cut Without Hands

Empire
Babylon
Medo-Persia
Greece
Rome
Divided Kingdoms
Christ/His Kingdom

Time Frame
605-539 B.C.
539-331 B.C.
331-168 B.C.
168 B.C. to A.D. 476
A.D. 476 to Present
Still Future

Major Lessons from Dan. 2:31-45
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The end-time, global antichristian confederacy predicted in the book of Revelation will be the
next world superpower, but it will not achieve lasting success as a last-day superpower!
The NEXT LASTING WORLD SUPERPOWER will consist of Christ and His eternal kingdom!
Through this prophecy God has foretold the rise and fall of the major world empires of human
history; therefore, the Bible can be trusted! (John 14:29; Isaiah 46:9-10)
The metal of each empire decreases in value, but increases in strength; this shows that each
empire increased in moral degeneracy and was more powerful than its predecessor.
Through this prophecy, God has also shown us that we are living at the very end of human
history – Christ’s return is imminent, so we must prepare and be ready! (Romans 13:11-12)
Given the fact that we live at the very end of human history, will you commit your life to Christ,
who is coming very soon? Will you choose to be ready for His return?
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