REVELATION TODAY – 2020
Presentation #2 – “How to Avoid the Mark of the Beast, Part 1”
Revelation 1:1-3 – Review
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Revelation reveals Jesus Christ! This book can be understood through careful study!
A special blessing rests on those who read, hear, and keep the admonitions in Revelation!
God provides this blessing because the “time is near” – we are living at the very end of human
history; Christ discussed several signs that show the nearness of His return (Matt. 24:3-14).
The most significant sign is that the Gospel message will go to every nation prior to His return.
In fulfillment of Jesus’ prediction in Matt. 24:14, the book of Revelation describes an end-time
Gospel message that will go global at the very end of human history!

Revelation 14:6-13
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The last Gospel message to be given to the world will be the Three Angels’ Messages.
The third angel’s message (vs. 9-12) warns of the consequences of receiving the “mark” of the
beast, and describes the qualities of those who will avoid receiving the “mark.”
The mark of the beast will be enforced by the “sea beast” (Rev. 13:1-10) and the “earth beast”
(Rev. 13:11-18) at the very end of human history.
Those who avoid the “mark” will keep the commandments of God and have the faith of Jesus.
We will not identify the “mark” specifically in this message; this message will examine how to
avoid the “mark,” if we happen to be living on earth when it is enforced.
In our next meeting (part 2 of this subject), we will focus on the commandments of God.
This presentation will focus on the faith of Jesus; what does it mean to have the faith of Jesus?
What kind of faith did Christ have when He was living on this earth?

The Faith of Jesus
§
§
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John 14:30 – Satan could find no sin in the heart of Christ; our Lord lived out a perfect faith!
John 16:33 – Christ overcame Satan and the world; He lived out a victorious, conquering faith!
Hebrews 12:1-2 – We must look to Jesus in faith; He is the Author and Finisher of our faith!

A True, Genuine, and Victorious Faith
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Christ desires to reproduce in us the very same kind of victorious faith that He had!
Ephesians 2:8 – We are saved by grace through faith.
Romans 1:17 – The just shall live by faith.
1 John 5:4 – this is the victory that overcomes the world – our faith!
1 John 4:4 – greater is He that is within us, than he that is in the world!
Hebrews 11:1, 6 – True faith believes without needing literal sight!
2 Corinthians 5:7 – We are to walk by faith and not by sight!

1

§
§
§
§
§

John 20:29 – Those who don’t see and yet believe are blessed.
Romans 8:24-25 – We are saved by a hope that cannot be seen!
Romans 4:20-21 – God will come through with His promises!
Luke 18:8 – When Christ returns, will He find faith on the earth?
How can we build and develop the same victorious faith that Christ had?

Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 3:15-17
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Our faith is built through the power of the Word of God, the Bible!
1 Peter 1:23 – We are actually born again by the Word of God!
James 1:21 – We are to receive the Word with meekness, as it is able to save us!
1 Peter 2:2 – The Word of God will help us to grow spiritually!
Matthew 4:4 – We are not to live by bread alone, but by every word from God!
James 1:22 – We must be doers of the Word, and not just hearers only!
Luke 11:28 – Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it!
John 8:31 – Those who continue in Christ’s Word, are His disciples.
Matthew 7:24-27 – Those who hear Christ’s words and do them are wise!
Revelation 1:3 – We must read, hear, and keep the Word of God in the last days!
Revelation 3:10 – If we keep the Word of God’s patience, we will be kept from temptation.
2 Peter 1:4 – The Word of God contains precious promises so we can emulate Christ’s character.
We must study the Word, as it is a revelation of Christ (2 Tim. 2:15; John 5:39).
We must study and receive the Word with a readiness of mind – we must be open to hear what
the Lord says to us, without trying to make the Bible say what we want (Acts 17:11; Ezra 7:10).
The key to having a victorious faith is living by the Word of God. This involves spending time
each day studying Scripture, and cultivating a daily devotional life. This will help our faith to
grow strong and mature!
Since we need to build a saving faith on Scripture to have eternal life and avoid the mark of the
beast (if we live when it is enforced), can we truly trust that the Bible is God’s inspired Word?

The Bible as God’s Inspired Word
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 – All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for us spiritually!
There are several other reasons why we can trust Scripture as God’s inspired Word!
Internal Unity – The Bible contains 66 books from 37 authors of differing backgrounds and life
experiences; its 1189 chapters and 31,102 verses were written on 3 different continents (Africa,
Asia, Europe) in 3 different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek) over a 1600-year period (1500
BC to AD 98); it reveals an internal unity and timeless relevance to all generations and cultures.
Confirmation by Archaeology – The Bible has been repeatedly confirmed by history and
archaeology. The Dead Sea Scrolls are a special discovery that has confirmed the accuracy of
several OT books. Over 5000 manuscripts of the Greek NT have been discovered, which makes
the Bible the most well-documented piece of literature in human history.
Longevity and Survivability – The Bible has survived many destructive plots, especially during
the Middle Ages and the French Revolution, as well as the Jewish captivities under the Assyrian,
Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman Empires; Yet, it has survived, thrived, and prospered as
the most popular and influential book in human history!
Predictive Prophecy – The many prophecies in the Bible have proven that it has a divine origin;
God has predicted the rise of major empires in history through apocalyptic prophecy long before
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these empires became a reality; experts have also estimated that there are over 300 prophecies
about Christ as the Messiah, all of which were exactly fulfilled by Jesus of Nazareth!
Influence and Experience – No other book has impacted human history like the Bible; it has
changed and influenced countless lives throughout history, and it can be experienced on a
personal level; its lessons show God’s power to save sinful human beings; this reality has proven
to be an inspiration and encouragement to people in all times and places.

Final Thoughts
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End-time believers who live when the “mark” is enforced will also face image worship.
These end-time believers will also need a strong faith to avoid the mark of the beast.
As our perfect faith example, Christ lived out a strong faith as a human being, and He desires to
reproduce this very same victorious faith in our lives through the power of the Holy Spirit.
This type of faith is not dependent upon sight and trusts in God to fulfill His promises!
This type of faith also results in being a doer of God’s Word and not just a hearer!
This type of faith is also developed through a daily devotional life of Bible study, and ultimately
builds a strong, mature a faith that leads to salvation!
Will you accept Jesus Christ as your Savior to experience a saving faith that comes through the
power of God’s Word? Will you make it a priority to study Scripture each and every day to
develop the faith of Jesus?
Remember, “A Bible that is falling apart at the seams is usually owned by a Christian who isn’t!”
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