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REVELATION TODAY – 2020  
Presentation #5 – “Is There Life Beyond the Grave?”  
 
OPENING THOUGHTS ON “LIFE AFTER DEATH” 
 

§ Job 14:10 – Job basically asked, “Where does man go after experiencing death?”  
§ In order to understand death, we must first understand how life came into being.  
§ Genesis 2:7 – God formed man’s body from the dust, breathed into his nostrils the “breath of 

life,” and man BECAME a “living soul” or “living being.”   
§ Notice that a SOUL consists of a UNION of body and breath; it is NOT an immortal ghost! 

 
IS THE “SOUL” IMMORTAL? 
 

§ Souls can die (Eze. 18:4; Jam. 5:20); only God is immortal (1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16). 
§ God cut off access to the Tree of Life so sin would not be immortalized (Gen. 3:22-24). 
§ 1 Cor. 15:52-53 – The faithful will RECEIVE immortality WHEN Christ returns, not before!  

 
UNDERSTANDING THE TERM “SPIRIT” 
 

§ Is the “spirit” a sort of ghost that departs from the body at death and lives on eternally? 
§ There are several ways that the word “spirit” is used in the Bible.  
§ The “spirit” can refer to the Holy Spirit/Ghost (Matt. 28:19, etc.).  
§ A “spirit” can also refer to angelic beings (Heb. 1:13-14; Matt. 14:26; Acts 12:15).  
§ The “spirit” can refer to one’s mind/character (Eph. 4:23; 1 Cor. 6:20; 2 Cor. 7:1; Heb. 12:22-23).  
§ The “spirit” can refer to the “breath of life” (Job 27:3; Gen. 7:21-22; 2 Thess. 2:8; Jam. 2:26).  

 
WHERE DO THE BODY AND “SPIRIT” GO AT DEATH? 
 

§ The body returns to the dust (Gen. 3:19); the “spirit” returns to God, who gave it (Eccl. 12:7). 
§ Does this mean that an immortal “spirit-ghost” returns to God?  
§ NO – this is symbolic language to describe that God is the author of all life and gives breath to all 

people; when death takes place, the breath of life goes back to God in a symbolic sense, 
because He is the author of all life!   

§ Psalm 146:4 – When death takes place, one’s thoughts perish, or cease.  
§ There is no consciousness after death (Eccl. 9:5-6, 10; Psalm 115:17; 6:5).  

 
DEATH AS A DREAMLESS, UNCONSCIOUS SLEEP 
 

§ Psalm 13:3 – David equates death with a “sleep”; he is sleeping in death (Acts 2:29, 34).  
§ Several texts equate death with a sleep (Matt. 27:52-53; Acts 7:59-60; 2 Peter 3:4).  
§ Christ taught that death is equated with a sleep (John 11:11-14, 20-25, 39-44). 
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§ He taught that people “sleep” in the grave after death with no awareness of time passing until 
the resurrection, which takes place when Christ returns!  

§ Texts – John 5:28-29; 6:39-40; Dan. 12:2; 1 Cor. 15:3-6, 20-23, 51-54; 1 Thess. 4:15-18.  
 
DIFFICULT TEXTS ABOUT DEATH 
 

§ “Absent from the body” and to “depart and be with Christ” – Paul desired to be absent from his 
mortal body and present with Christ in His immortal body (2 Cor. 5:1-8), which would take place 
when Christ returns; rather than live or die, he preferred just to depart from this earth and be 
with Christ (Phil. 1:21-23); the next waking moment after dying, Paul understood that he would 
see Christ and receive the crown of life at the 2nd coming (2 Tim. 4:6-8).  

§ Luke 23:39-43 – Christ gave the repentant thief the assurance on that day that he would one 
day be with Him in paradise; Christ didn’t even go to paradise at death (John 20:17); the thief 
asked Christ to remember him when His kingdom would come, which takes place at the 2nd 
coming (2 Tim. 4:1).  

§ 1 Peter 3:18-20 – Did Jesus preach to the “spirits in prison,” or hell, after he died and before He 
resurrected from the dead? NO – the “spirits in prison” are human beings whose minds are in 
spiritual slavery to Satan (Gen. 6:3,5); His mission as the Messiah, through the power of the 
Spirit, is to break this bondage (Isa. 42:1, 6-7; 61:1; Luke 4:18). 

 
WHY IS THIS SUBJECT SO IMPORTANT?  
 

§ 2 Cor. 11:14-15 – Satan and his demons can transform themselves into angels of light! 
§ 2 Thess. 2:9-10 – The arrival of the antichrist will be accompanied by satanic supernatural signs 

and lying wonders to deceive people!  
§ Rev. 16:13-16 – Demonic spirits will perform false miracles to prepare the world for the final 

battle of Armageddon!  
§ Reason – Demonic spirits can impersonate dead loved ones and friends, and gain the trust of 

people to prepare them for deceptions through false miracles and lying wonders and signs! 
§ John 14:1-3 – Jesus promises to return and receive us at that point, not before!  
§ Conclusion – Death is a cessation of life, where people fall into a dreamless, unconscious sleep 

until the resurrection; there is no conception of time passing when one has experienced death! 
 


