REVELATION TODAY – 2020
Presentation #7 – “God’s Strange Act”
REVELATION 20:11-15
§
§
§
§
§
§

This text describes the judgment of the unsaved after the millennium, which is called “HELL.”
The doctrine of HELL is one of the most misunderstood subjects in the entire Bible.
In this study, we will seek to bring clarity on this subject; hell is actually God’s strange act!
There are three synonymous terms about “hell” – “lake of fire,” “second death,” and “hellfire.”
Words for hell: (1) “sheol” (OT) – “grave” (31 times); (2) “gehenna” (NT) – “garbage dump” (12
times); (3) “hades” (NT) – “grave” (11 times); and (4) “tartaros” (NT) – “abyss” (1 time).
We must answer three questions about hell: WHEN, WHERE, and HOW LONG will “hell” burn?

MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43
§
§
§

Christ states several times in this text that “hell” will burn AT THE END OF THE WORLD.
Based on our last study on death, we can safely conclude that “hell” is NOT burning right now!
Is the devil in charge of hell? NO! God made “hell” for Satan and his demons (Matt. 25:41).

WHERE AND HOW LONG WILL “HELL” BURN?
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2 Peter 3:7, 10-13 – Hell will burn on earth and will last as long as sin and sinners are dissolved.
Rev. 20:6-10 – Is there a contradiction between “devoured” and “tormented forever”?
Ezekiel 28:18-19 – Satan will be turned to ASHES on the earth and will never exist again!
Malachi 4:1-3 – Sin and sinners will also be turned to ASHES, with NOTHING LEFT.
Psalm 37:9-10, 20 – The unsaved will CONSUME AWAY into nothing (Psa. 104:35; Obad. 15-16).
Hell will burn after the millennium on earth, and burn until it consumes sinners to ashes.

WHAT DOES THE PHRASE “FOREVER AND EVER” MEAN?
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§
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There are examples in the Bible where “forever” means both HOW LONG ONE LIVES and a
FINITE PERIOD OF TIME. It does not necessarily mean an infinite amount of time!
Jonah 2:1, 6 – Was Jonah in the fish forever? NO – three days and three nights (Matt. 12:40)!
Exodus 21:5-6 – An OT servant could serve his master forever, i.e. as long as his life would last!
1 Samuel 1:22, 28 – Samuel was lent to the Lord “forever,” i.e. “as long as he lived.”
“Forever” in “hell” refers to how long one will last in hell before he or she is destroyed, and the
RESULT of this consequence will last literally “forever” (Psalm 92:7; Matt. 10:28).
An EVERLASTING or ETERNAL FIRE is one whose RESULTS of destruction are everlasting or
eternal (see 2 Thess. 1:7-8; Jude 7; 2 Peter 2:6); an UNQUENCHABLE FIRE is a fire that can’t be
put out until it completes the destruction of the unsaved (compare Matt. 9:43-48; Jer. 17:27;
Isa. 1:28, 31; 47:14).
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THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
§
§

§

Luke 16:19-31 – This parable appears to contradict the conclusion that hell is not eternal.
Yet, we must remember several points: (1) numerous texts in the Bible equate death with a
dreamless, unconscious sleep; (2) this parable is the 5th parable in a series of five parables; (3)
parables are not literal, but symbolic illustrations; (4) if literal, how big is Abraham’s bosom?
Whose bosom is he in? Where are the saved before Abraham? How much water would you
want in hell? (5) The rich man symbolizes the spiritually rich, while Lazarus symbolizes the
spiritually poor (Matt. 15:26-27; John 11:11-14).
This parable is emphasizing spiritual stewardship of souls, not life after death.

FINAL THOUGHTS ON HELL
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God will NOT ENJOY kindling hell fire; it is a STRANGE ACT for Him (Eze. 33:11; Isa. 28:21).
Sin will NEVER RISE AGAIN in God’s universe once it is destroyed (Nahum 1:9-10; Rev. 21:4-5).
The ONLY REMINDER OF SIN in eternity will be the marks of Christ’s crucifixion, the nail prints in
His hands and feet and the scar on His side (Isa. 49:15-16; Zech. 13:6).
BOTTOM LINE – Hell burns at the end of the world (after the millennium), here on earth, and
will annihilate the unsaved to ashes with nothing left after it is finished.
God is NOT a tyrant – He is JUST and FAIR, and will NOT torture someone for all eternity!
God will have a CLEAN UNIVERSE after the destruction of hell!
This is God we can trust! Will you fully trust your life with Him today?
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