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Revelation Today – 2020  
Presentation #9 – “The Coming of the Lawless One”  
 
2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-10 
 

§ The apostle Paul warned believers that the Second Coming of Christ would not take place until after the 
Lawless One, i.e. the antichrist power, is revealed.  

§ Paul also stated that this lawless antichrist is also called the “man of sin” and “son of perdition.”  
§ The term “Lawless One” is one of several names for the antichrist in Scripture.  

 
BIBLICAL TERMS FOR ANTICHRIST 
 

§ Little Horn (Dan. 7:8; 8:9-13) 
§ King of the North (Dan. 11:36-45) 
§ Abomination of Desolation (Dan. 8:11-13; 11:30-31; 12:11; Matt. 24:15) 
§ Sea Beast (Rev. 13:1-10) 
§ Scarlet Beast Supporting Great Whore called Babylon (Rev. 17:1-14) 
§ Antichrist (1 John 2:15-19) 

 
DANIEL 7:1-8 
 

§ This vision parallels the vision of Daniel 2:31-45 with its respective empires. 
§ The lion (Jer. 50:17) parallels the head of gold in Dan. 2 and symbolizes Babylon (605-539 BC).  
§ The bear parallels the chest/arms of silver in Dan. 2 and symbolizes Persia (539-331 BC).  
§ The leopard parallels the belly/thighs of brass in Dan. 2 and symbolizes Greece (331-168 BC).  
§ The fourth beast parallels the legs of iron in Dan. 2 and symbolizes Rome (168 BC to AD 476).  
§ The 10 horns parallel the 10 toes of iron/clay in Dan 2, symbolizing a divided Europe since 476.  
§ The 10 major European kingdoms after 476 were the Lombards (Italy), Visigoths (Spain), Franks (France), 

Alemanni (Germany), Suevi (Portugal), Burgundians (Switzerland), Anglo-Saxons (England), Heruli 
(extinct 493), Vandals (extinct 534), and Ostrogoths (extinct 553).  

§ The little horn power is the antichrist and it, (1) arises in western Europe, among the 10 kingdoms (horns) 
sometime after AD 476, (2) conquers three of the ten kingdoms (horns) on its rise to power, and (3) has a 
mouth speaking very great things, which consist of things of blasphemy, claiming equality with God and 
the power to forgive sins (Rev. 13:5-6; Mark 2:7; John 10:33; 2 Thess. 2:3-4).  

 
DANIEL 7:19-25 
 

§ This passage reveals more identifying characteristics of the antichrist (little horn) power.  
§ This power (4) is a persecuting power of God’s people, (5) thinks to change God’s times and His laws, and 

(6) is more “stout” than other powers, ruling for 3½ “times.”  
§ The 3½ times equates to 1260 prophetic days (Dan. 7:25; 12:7; Rev. 11:2-3; 12:6, 14; 13:5).   
§ Using the day/year principle (Num. 14:34; Eze. 4:6), 1260 “days” equals 1260 literal years.  

 
REVELATION 13:1-3, 17:1-9 
 

§ The beast from the sea in this passage is a parallel to the little horn power of Dan. 7.  



 2 

§ This power, (7) receives a deadly wound (a loss of power) that is healed (power is regained), and (8) and is 
wondered after and worshipped by the world (Rev. 13:8; 17:8).  

§ The scarlet beast supporting the great whore called Babylon is also a parallel to the little horn power of 
Dan. 7 and the sea beast of Rev. 13, all associated with the antichrist power.  

§ A “woman” in Bible prophecy symbolizes a church (Eph. 5:25-27; 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:6-9).  
§ The great whore must therefore symbolize an unfaithful, apostate church. referred to as Babylon, from the 

word Babel, which conveys the idea of confusion (Gen. 11:1-9).  
§ The great whore is called the “mother of harlots,” and sits on seven mountains, or hills.  
§ Antichrist therefore, (9) is associated with an unfaithful mother church that sits on seven hills.  

 
REVELATION 13:18  
 

§ Here is a final quality: (10) the number of the name of antichrist adds up to 666.  
§ These qualities point to the SYSTEM of the Papacy and the Roman Catholic Church.  
§ This power is the “Lawless One” that Paul described in the New Testament.  
§ This conclusion is one that nearly all Protestants believed during the Protestant Reformation.  
§ Michael de Semlyen, All Roads Lead to Rome, pp. 197-198: “Wycliffe, Tyndale, Luther, Calvin, Cranmer; in 

the seventeenth century, Bunyan, the translators of the King James Bible and the men who published the 
Westminster and Baptist confessions of faith; Sir Isaac Newton, Wesley, Whitfield, Jonathan Edwards; and 
more recently Spurgeon, Bishop J.C. Ryle and Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones; these men, among countless others, 
all saw the office of the Papacy as the antichrist.” 

 
IDENTIFYING THE ANTICHRIST 
 

§ The papacy arose in Western Europe after AD 476; by 538 it had become a political power.  
§ European armies assisted the papacy by destroying three kingdoms that opposed its power – the Heruli 

(AD 493), the Vandals (AD 534), and the Ostrogoths (AD 553).  
§ The papacy speaks blasphemy by claiming equality with God and the power to forgive sins.  
§ The papacy has a history of persecuting God’s followers during the medieval period.  
§ The papacy has thought to change God’s times (changing the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday) and 

God’s laws (omitting the commandment forbidding idolatry from the Ten Commandments).  
§ The papacy has ruled longer than any kingdom, for 1260 years (538-1798).  
§ The papacy received a deadly wound, losing political power in 1798 by Napoleon’s capture of Rome; the 

Lateran Treaty of 1929 restored the papacy to power, which began to heal its wound.  
§ The papacy is wondered after and worshipped by the world. 
§ The papacy is associated with a mother church, the Roman Catholic Church, which sits on seven 

mountains in the city of Rome.  
§ The numbers of several names for the papacy add up to 666.  

 
HISTORICAL QUOTATIONS  
 

§ Encyclical Letters of Leo XIII, page 304: “We hold upon this earth, the place of God Almighty.” 
§ W.J. Cogan, Catechism for Adults (1975), page 78: “Does the priest merely pray that your sins will be 

forgiven? No. Acting as God’s instrument and ordained minister, he truly forgives the sins.”  
§ W.E.H. Lecky, History of the Rise of the Spirit of Rationalism in Europe, 2:32: “That the Church of Rome 

has shed more innocent blood than any other institution that has ever existed among mankind, will be 
questioned by no Protestant who has a competent knowledge of history.” 

§ John Dowling, History of Romanism, pages 541-542: “From the birth of popery . . . to the present time, it 
is estimated . . . that more than fifty millions of the human family have been slaughtered for the crime of 
heresy by popish persecutors, - an average of more than 40,000 religious murders for every year of the 
existence of popery.” 

§ Saint Catherine Catholic Church Sentinel, Algonac, Michigan, 21 May 1995: “The most revolutionary 
change the Church ever did, happened in the first century. The holy day, the Sabbath, was changed from 
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Saturday to Sunday . . . not from any directions noted in the Scriptures, but from the Church’s sense of its 
own power.” 

§ John Gilmary Shea, American Catholic Quarterly Review (1883), Vol. 8, page 139: “The Sunday, as a day 
of the week set apart for the obligatory public worship of the Almighty God . . . is purely a creation of the 
Catholic Church.”  

§ Catholic Record, London, Ontario, September 1, 1923: “Now in the matter of Sabbath Observance the 
Protestant rule of faith is utterly unable to explain the substitution of the Christian Sunday for the Jewish 
Saturday . . . There is no authority in the New Testament for the substitution of Sunday for Saturday. For 
Catholics there is not the slightest difficulty . . . The Church is above the Bible; and this transference of 
Sabbath observance from Saturday to Sunday is proof positive of that fact.”  

§ David Simpson, A Plea For Religion (1808), page 160: “Is it not extremely remarkable, and a powerful 
confirmation of the truth of Scripture prophecy, that just 1260 years ago from the present 1798, in the 
very beginning of the year 538, Belisarius put an end to the empire of the Goths at Rome, leaving no 
power therein but the bishop of that metropolis?”  

§ Bemont and Monod, Medieval Europe from 395 to 1270, pages 120-121: “Down to the sixth century all 
popes are declared saints . . . Vigilius (537-555) is the first of a series of popes who no longer bear this title 
. . . From this time on the popes, more and more involved in worldly affairs, no longer belong solely to the 
Church;—they are men of the state, and then rulers of the state.” 

§ Frank Coppa, The Modern Papacy Since 1789, page 31: “On 10 February 1798 the French entered Rome 
without opposition . . . [On] 15 February, the anniversary of the pope’s election, Berthier encouraged the 
deposition of the pope as head of state and the proclamation of a Roman republic.” 

§ Norman Davies, Europe: A History, page 944: “Vatican State . . . was created in 1929 in pursuance of the 
Lateran Treaty signed by Mussolini’s Italy and Pope Pius XI . . . Its creation ended . . . the Pope's 
‘captivity.’”  

§ Michael de Semlyen, All Roads Lead to Rome, page 33: “The Reformers saw the whole Catholic system as 
antichristian. Luther and Calvin went so far as to identify the papacy as the antichrist and they like 
Wycliffe, Tyndale, Matthew Henry, Spurgeon, Lloyd-Jones and many others saw the Roman Catholic 
Institution as Mystery Babylon, the Mother of Harlots, vividly described in Revelation chapter 17.” 

§ Our Sunday Visitor, 15 November 1914: “Is it true that the words of the Apocalypse in the 13th chapter, 
18th verse, refer to the Pope? . . . The title of the pope of Rome is Vicarius Filii Dei . . . and if you take the 
letters of his title which represent Latin numerals and add them together, they come to 666.” 

 
“Vicar of the Son of God” (Latin) 

                   V       I       C       A       R       I       V       S 
                 (5)    (1) (100)   (0)     (0)   (1)    (5)    (0)   
                  F       I       L       I       I           D       E       I 
                  (0)    (1)  (50)  (1)    (1)     (500)   (0)   (1) = 666  
 

§ 1 John 2:18-19 – Antichrist started off as being among the faithful and then went out from the true fold.  
§ Antichrist is already here – we are not to look for another power!  
§ Revelation 18:1-4 – God is calling all sincere Christians out of Babylon, the system of antichrist, before it is 

destroyed by the seven last plagues and Christ’s return (Rev. 16:1-21; 2 Thess. 2:7-8).  
§ If we are in this spiritual system, God is calling us to exit before it is too late, as He still has a people inside 

spiritual Babylon. If you are in this system, will you respond to God’s call to come out?  


