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REVELATION TODAY – 2020  
Presentation #10 – “Once Saved, Always Saved?”  
 
JOHN 10:27-29 
 

§ Jesus said that no one is able to pluck us out of His or His Father’s hand.  
§ This text has been cited as proof of once saved, always saved. 
§ No one can pluck us out of God’s hand, but can we take ourselves out of God’s hand? 

 
ORIGIN OF ONCE SAVED, ALWAYS SAVED 
 

§ This doctrine originated from the writings of the French Protestant reformer John Calvin (1509-1564).  
§ Theologians summarized his salvation theology with the acronym TULIP.  
§ T = TOTAL DEPRAVITY; U = UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION; L = LIMITED ATONEMENT; I = IRRESISTABLE 

GRACE; and P = PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS.  
§ Each of these five points is interrelated in Calvin’s theology of salvation.  

 
TOTAL DEPRAVITY 
 

§ His View – Human beings are totally depraved by sin through the fall of Adam and Eve. This depravity is so 
complete that people can never choose salvation for themselves.  

§ Question – Despite having a totally depraved nature, does our free will remain intact to where we can 
choose salvation for ourselves?  

§ Answer – The Bible teaches that we have the power to choose salvation despite our depraved nature.   
§ Texts – Deut. 30:19; Josh. 24:15; 1 Ki. 18:21; Rom. 6:12-13; Rev. 3:20; 22:17.  

 
UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION 
 

§ His View – Since people cannot choose salvation for themselves, God must choose it for them, and 
predestines a select group to be saved without any questions. 

§ Questions – Does God arbitrarily predestine some people to be saved? Is salvation unconditional? What is 
biblical predestination?   

§ Answer – There are conditions to salvation (faith, belief), and God is not a respecter of persons. Divine 
predestination is God’s foreknowledge of those who choose salvation without any divine manipulation. 
Salvation is conditional upon the exercise of belief and faith by a human being.  

§ Texts – John 3:16; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 10:34-35; 1 Pet. 1:1-2; Rom. 8:29.  
 
LIMITED ATONEMENT 
 

§ His View – Since God predestines certain people for salvation, Christ’s atonement is limited only to them, 
i.e. Christ died only for the saved. 

§ Questions – While only the saved will ultimately benefit from Christ’s atonement, did He die only for 
those who are saved?  Did Jesus die for those who will be saved only?  

§ Answer – Salvation is available to all people, as Christ died for all people, not just the saved!  
§ Texts – John 1:29; 1 John 2:1-2; 1 Tim. 2:3-6; 4:10; John 12:32-33; 2 Peter 3:9.  
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IRRESISTIBLE GRACE 
 

§ His View – Since people cannot choose to be saved, when God seeks to save His predestined elect, the 
saved cannot resist His grace at the point when this grace moves on them to save them.  

§ Question – Is God’s grace irresistible, or can we resist it if we choose to reject salvation? Can we choose 
to walk away from salvation after we have received it?  

§ Answer – We can resist God’s saving grace if we choose to.  
§ Texts – Acts 7:51; 24:24-25; 26:27-28; Matt. 22:14; Heb. 3:7-8.   

 
PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 
 

§ His View – Since God saves His predestined, chosen elect without their individual choice, they will 
automatically persevere in salvation and can never be lost.  

§ Questions – Once we are saved, are we always saved? Or, can we choose to walk away from God? Do we 
automatically persevere in the salvation experience?  

§ Answer – The Bible teaches that people can lose their salvation if they fall away from Christ. Christians 
must remain in Christ and not be moved away from the hope of the Gospel in order to be saved.  

§ Texts – Col. 1:21-23; 2 Pet. 2:20-22; 1 Tim. 4:1; Rom. 11:21-22; Heb. 3:12-15; 6:4-6; 10:26, 38-39.  
 
DANGERS OF CALVINISM 
 

§ Calvinism teaches the following falsehoods:  
§ People have no choice in matters of salvation. 
§ Human beings are not accountable to God for their choices in life. 
§ We do not control our own destiny as far as choosing salvation or not. 
§ There are no conditions to salvation. 
§ God is at fault if someone is lost. 
§ God plays favorites and is a respecter of persons. 
§ God is arbitrary in salvation, choosing some and not choosing others. 
§ God isn’t fair – if He is love, why not just save all people to be fair? 

 
TRUE SALVATION 
 

§ True salvation is based upon the acronym ProCURE. 
§ Pro = PROGRESSIVE DEPRAVITY; C = CONDITIONAL ELECTION; U = UNLIMITED ATONEMENT; R = 

RESISTIBLE GRACE; E = ENDURANCE OF THE SAINTS.  
§ Human beings have been progressively depraved by sin through the centuries since the fall (sin has 

strengthened in the heart of man over time), but free will remains for mankind in salvation matters. 
§ Since people can choose their own salvation, salvation is conditional upon their belief/faith. 
§ Since all people can choose salvation, Christ died for all people; His atonement is unlimited.  
§ Since people can choose salvation, they can resist God if they choose to do so. 
§ Since people can walk away from salvation at any time, believers must endure to be saved! 
§ In other words, they must choose to stay with Christ and not fall away, thus enduring in order to be saved.  
§ We are saved from sin (Matt. 1:21), and this takes place on three levels.  
§ We are saved from sin’s penalty (Rom. 3:23; 6:23) through the death of Christ (justification).  
§ We are saved from sin’s power (Rom. 6:1-14) through the life of Christ (sanctification). 
§ We are saved from the sin’s presence (1 Cor. 15:51-54) through the resurrection of Christ (glorification).  
§ (1) Salvation is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit (conversion); (2) it produces a genuine, heart-felt, 

sorrow for sin (repentance); (3) it convicts one to acknowledge his/her sins, and confess Christ as personal 
Savior (confession); (4) it produces a sincere belief in Christ and a desire to follow the Scriptures (faith and 
obedience); (5) it is reflected in a desire to be publicly immersed in water as a symbol of being spiritually 
born of water and the Spirit (baptism); and (6) it is renewed daily (Titus 3:5; 2 Cor. 4:16; Luke 9:23).  

§ We can have the assurance of salvation! See Rom. 8:31-34; Phil. 3:12-14; Phil. 1:6.   


