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REVELATION TODAY – 2020   
Presentation #11 – “Modern Israel in Bible Prophecy”  
 
REVELATION 7:1-3 
 

§ This passage describes that 144,000 Israelites will be sealed before the Great Tribulation.  
§ What role, if any, does modern Israel have in end-time prophecy?  
§ To discover the identity of the 144,000 we must identify modern Israel and clarify its prophetic role.  

 
MATTHEW 21:33-43 
 

§ Jesus told the religious leaders of Israel that the kingdom of God would be taken from them, and given to 
another “nation” that would bring forth spiritual fruit to God’s glory. What “nation” is He referring to?  

§ 1 Peter 2:9 – Peter stated that the Christian Church is a new “nation” in a spiritual sense.  
§ The Christian Church is now the new “nation” of Israel in the NT dispensation; ancient Israel in the OT lost 

its place as God’s chosen agency at the completion of the 70 weeks’ prophecy of Dan. 9:24-27.  
§ Matthew 21:18-19 – The fig tree is a symbol of ancient national Israel, and Christ cursed it because it 

didn’t bring forth fruit to God’s glory; the tree was cursed forever, so ancient Israel had its position as 
God’s chosen nation removed forever because of its unfaithfulness and rejection of the Messiah.  

§ Matthew 23:37-38 – Christ pronounced that Israel’s earthly temple in Jerusalem would be left desolate.  
 
THE TERMS “ISRAEL” AND “JEW” IN SCRIPTURE 
 

§ Genesis 32:27-28 – the term “Israel” was first used to describe a spiritual experience; Jacob wrestled with 
the Angel, and “prevailed” as an overcomer! An Israelite is essentially an overcomer through Christ! 

§ Esther 8:17 – As Esther helped to deliver the Jews, many people “became Jews” by becoming believers in 
the God of heaven, which means that God’s followers were not just limited to biological Jews.  

§ The term “Israel” describes a spiritual experience with God, and everyone who chooses to follow Christ, 
whether Jewish or Gentile biologically, becomes a part of the spiritual nation of Israel, i.e. the Church! 

§ Romans 9:6-8 – Paul stated that the true “Israel” is not just made up of biological Israelites; he also stated 
that just because someone is a biological Israelite does not guarantee that they are part of God’s Israel; 
only those who have faith in God’s promise of Christ will be counted as the spiritual seed of Israel.  

§ Galatians 3:26-29 – If we belong to Christ by faith, we are part of the spiritual seed of Abraham!  
§ Revelation 2:9; 3:9 – The term “Jew” in these passages refers to genuine believers in Christ.  
§ In reality, Christ is the true “Israel” of God, and all true believers in Him are the spiritual children of Israel! 

 
EPHESIANS 2:11-22 
 

§ Every person who has faith in Jesus Christ is part of the spiritual commonwealth of Israel. 
§ Through the Holy Spirit, believers collectively make up a spiritual temple/building for the Lord.  
§ Question: Will the earthly temple be rebuilt in Jerusalem as a fulfillment of end-time prophecy?  
§ 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 – The antichrist will seek to sit in the temple of God. What is this temple?  
§ Amos 9:11 – God promised to rebuild the temple of David; is this the literal temple or a spiritual one?  
§ Acts 15:13-17 – Citing Amos 9:11, this passage speaks of how Gentile converts will become part of Christ’s 

Church, and will constitute the spiritual rebuilding of the temple; this is the spiritual temple of the Church!  
§ Believers make up a spiritual temple on earth, not a literal one (1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16; Rev. 3:12).  
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§ The Christian Church on earth is a spiritual temple, while the literal temple is now the heavenly sanctuary, 
where Jesus Christ is serving as our High Priest and Advocate (Hebrews 8:1-2; Revelation 11:19).  

§ Given the fact that the Christian Church is now the “Israel” and “temple” of God on earth, how are we to 
understand the 144,000 in the book of Revelation?  

 
REVELATION 7:4-8  
 

§ 12,000 Israelites are sealed from each of the 12 tribes of Israel.  
§ The 12 tribes in Exodus 1 – Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, 

Asher, and Joseph.  
§ The 12 tribes in Ezekiel 48 – Dan, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, Reuben, Judah, Benjamin, Simeon, 

Issachar, Zebulun, and Gad.  
§ The 12 tribes in Revelation 7 – Judah, Reuben, Gad, Aser, Nepthalim, Manasses, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, 

Zabulon, Joseph, and Benjamin.  
§ We see several differences between each of these three lists of the 12 tribes of Israel.  
§ Levi was numbered with the original tribes in Exodus; yet, when Canaan was settled, this tribe was not 

numbered because it would serve God by ministering in the sanctuary services, and received no land in 
Canaan (Num. 1:48-50; Deut. 10:8-9); however, this tribe is now numbered in the book of Revelation.  

§ Joseph was also listed with the original 12 tribes in Exodus; yet, he was given two portions of land for his 
two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who replaced him (Eze. 47:13; Gen. 48:3-5); however, he is also listed 
now in Revelation with his son Manasseh, while Ephraim is not listed in Revelation.  

§ Ephraim is not listed because evidently this tribe fell into idolatry and was excluded (Hosea 4:17; 7:8-9).  
§ Listed in Exodus and Ezekiel, Dan is also excluded in Revelation because of idolatry (Gen. 49:16-17).  
§ Judah is listed first in Revelation’s list, primarily because Jesus came from this tribe (Rev. 5:5-6).  
§ These points suggest that the 144,000 consist of spiritual Israelites, which is consistent with the NT.  
§ Given these points, what role do the 144,000 have in end-time prophecy?  

 
REVELATION 14:1-5; 15:2-3 
 

§ Per Rev. 7:1-8, the 144,000 are sealed just before the final Great Tribulation at the end of human history.  
§ They stand on Mt. Zion, a symbol of deliverance (Joel 2:31-32), and they have the Father’s name in their 

foreheads, which is symbolic of both Christ’s character and the seal of God, which is the Sabbath! 
§ They have harps and sing a new song, the song of Moses and the Lamb, a song of deliverance, which no 

one else can sing, simply because only they have the experience of going through the Great Tribulation! 
§ They get victory over the beast and the mark of the beast, which means they are an end-time group.  
§ They are redeemed from among human beings as the first-fruits, which implies that they are translated 

alive to heaven without ever dying when Christ returns.  
§ They are virgins in a spiritual sense, which means they have a pure faith in Christ (they are not defiled 

with “women,” i.e. the false churches of Babylon [Rev. 17:5]), and follow Him wherever He leads them.  
§ The 144,000 are the end-time Israel of prophecy; is this number literal or symbolic? Will the 144,000 be 

the only group saved, or will other human beings be able to go to heaven also?  
 
REVELATION 7:9-10  
 

§ A great multitude which cannot be numbered will go to heaven, from every nation on earth!  
§ The Christian Church on earth is now the “Israel” and “temple” of God on earth. 
§ All true believers in Christ, whether Jewish or Gentile biologically, are members of spiritual Israel.  
§ Because of the differences between the OT 12 tribes and the 12 tribes in Revelation, the 144,000 are a 

special group of end-time spiritual Israelites who go through the final tribulation. 
§ This special group receives the seal of God, gets victory over the mark of the beast, and experiences 

translation alive to heaven without dying when Jesus Christ returns! 
§ We should emulate the qualities of this group by following the Lamb wherever He leads!  
§ Conclusion – A true spiritual Israelite has a deep heart experience with Christ (Rom. 2:28-29)!  


