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REVELATION TODAY – 2020   
Presentation #12 – “Buried and Forgotten by God”  
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
 

§ Christ commanded the disciples to baptize new converts as they proclaimed the gospel.  
§ Baptism is mentioned more than 80 times in the New Testament, so it must be important! 
§ Examples – Acts 2:38; 2:41; 8:12; 10:47-48; 18:8.  
§ There are several questions that we need to answer on the subject of baptism.  

 
IS BAPTISM NECESSARY FOR SALVATION?  
 

§ Mark 16:15-16 – Christ stated that those who believe and are baptized will be saved. 
§ John 3:5 – Christ also stated that we must be born of water and the Spirit to be saved.  
§ 1 Peter 3:21 – Peter stated that baptism saves us.  
§ If we have every opportunity to be baptized and refuse to do it, it becomes a salvation issue.  

 
WHAT IS THE PROPER METHOD OF BAPTISM?  
 

§ Ephesians 4:4-5 – There is one baptism, which includes one true method of baptism.  
§ The Greek word for BAPTISM is baptizo, which means to cover with fluid, implying immersion.  
§ Matthew 3:13-17 – Christ came up straightway out of the water, implying immersion.  
§ John 3:23 – John was preaching in a place where there was much water, implying immersion.  
§ Colossians 2:10-12 – We are BURIED with Christ in baptism, conveying the idea of immersion.  

 
WHAT IS THE BIBLICAL MEANING OF BAPTISM?  
 

§ Romans 6:1-6 – We are BURIED with Christ in baptism, leaving our old life of sin behind.  
§ We are then raised to start a new life in Christ, and have put our old life of sin behind us.  
§ The meaning of baptism emulates the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  
§ Baptism conveys the idea of dying to the old life of sin, a burial of that old life under the water of 

baptism, and a cleansing from sin as one rises to a new life in Christ Jesus!  
§ Our sinful past is BURIED AND FORGOTTEN BY GOD – we are a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17)!  
§ Since baptism must involve a conscious choice, infant baptism is not a biblical practice.  

 
WHAT STEPS SHOULD ONE TAKE BEFORE BEING BAPTIZED?  
 

§ STEP ONE – REPENTANCE: true, heart-felt sorrow for sin (Acts 2:37-38; 2 Cor. 7:9-10).  
§ STEP TWO – CONFESSION: a confession of all sin and of Christ as Lord; this includes making 

restitution for past wrongs (1 John 1:9; Prov. 28:13; Rom. 10:9-10; Eze. 33:14-15; Luke 19:8-9).  
§ STEP THREE – BELIEF/FAITH: a renunciation of our old life of sin and a total surrender to Christ 

for a new life (2 Cor. 5:14-15; 1 Pet. 2:21, 24; Gal. 2:20; 6:14; Eph. 2:8-10).  
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SHOULD A PERSON EVER BE REBAPTIZED? 
 

§ There are several reasons for someone to consider rebaptism.  
§ REASON #1 – The improper method was used during the original baptism. 
§ REASON #2 – The seriousness of the commitment to Christ was not understood at the time of the 

original baptism. 
§ REASON #3 – One desires a recommitment after backsliding into open sin and apostasy to regain 

the “first love” of Christ (Rev. 2:4-5; Heb. 6:1-2).  
§ REASON #4 – One has learned new, life-changing truths (Acts 19:1-5).  
§ REASON #5 – One simply desires a fresh start with Christ.  

 
LUKE 7:29-30 
 

§ In this text one group received baptism, while the other group refused baptism.  
§ Is God calling you to be baptized or rebaptized?  
§ Acts 8:36 – The Ethiopian eunuch asked for baptism – nothing hindered him!  
§ Acts 10:47-48 – Peter said that nothing prevented Cornelius and his house from being baptized.  
§ Acts 22:16 – Ananias asked Paul, what are you waiting for – arise and be baptized!  
§ Will you choose to be baptized or rebaptized today?  


