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REVELATION TODAY – 2020  
Presentation #13– “The Mystery Behind the Number 666”  
 
Review of Foundational Points 
 

§ The Ten Commandments are still in effect for NT Christians. 
§ The Bible Sabbath is the seventh-day of the week (Saturday) and has not been changed. 
§ The antichrist power is the SYSTEM of the papacy and the Roman Catholic Church.  
§ This power has claimed to change the Sabbath from the seventh-day of the week (Saturday) to the first 

day of the week (Sunday) without any Scriptural authority.  
§ The seven heads on the beast represent the seven major kingdoms of Bible history that have persecuted 

the faithful; per Rev. 13:1-3 and Rev. 17:9-11, these are (1) Egypt, (2) Assyria, (3) Babylon, (4) Medo-
Persia, (5) Greece, (6) Imperial Rome, and (7) Papal Rome (538-1798), while the beast is the eighth power, 
and represents the head whose deadly wound was healed – Papal Rome (when the wound is healed).  

 
What is the Mark of the Beast? 
 

§ Is the mark of the beast the number 666? 
§ Rev. 15:2 – Although they are all related, the beast, his image, his mark, and the number of his name are 

all different concepts. 666 is not the mark of the beast – it is the number of his name.  
 
 “Vicar of the Son of God” (Latin) 
 V       I       C       A       R       I       V       S   F       I       L       I       I              D       E       I 
 (5)   (1) (100)   (0)     (0)    (1)   (5)     (0)           (0)    (1)   (50)  (1)   (1)         (500)  (0)    (1) = 666  
 
Understanding the Mark of the Beast 
 

§ Rev. 13:16-17 – In order to understand the mark of the beast, we must focus on the LOCATION in which it 
goes – either in the forehead or the hand. The mark of the beast is a counterfeit to and the opposite of 
another symbol in Revelation that goes in one of the very same locations. 

§ Rev. 7:1-3 – The seal of God goes in the same location as the mark. 
§ If we can identify the seal of God, then we can also identify the mark of the beast.  
§ The forehead and hand are to be understood spiritually, not literally. The forehead is where we make our 

decisions (the heart and mind), while the hand symbolizes our actions that follow our choices.  
§ We are sealed with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13; 2 Cor. 1:21-22). 
§ We are also sealed with God’s Law by the Spirit in our hearts and minds (Isa. 8:16; Heb. 8:10; 10:15-16).   
§ Our actions will follow this inner seal by obedience to God’s Law (Prov. 7:1-3; Deut. 11:18; SofS 8:6).  
§ Keeping God’s Law is an outward sign (Deut. 11:18), and this is synonymous with a seal (Rom. 4:11).  
§ A seal also has one’s name, office, and territory – God has a commandment with these three things also. 
§ Exo. 20:11 – The Sabbath has God’s name office and territory as His sign (Exo. 31:12, 17; Eze. 20:12, 20).  
§ God’s Law is His seal, and His name, office, and territory are found in the Sabbath commandment; the mark 

is based upon Rome’s law, and must involve Rome’s counterfeit to God’s seal – Sunday worship.  
§ The final issue at the end of time will involve worship – God calls us to worship Him as the Creator (Rev. 

14:7); He calls us not to worship the beast (Rev. 14:9), and commands us to keep His commandments 
through the faith of Jesus (Rev. 14:12), simply because the antichrist power has tried to change God’s Law 
(Dan. 7:25). God will destroy the world for breaking His Law when He returns again (Isa. 24:5).  
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Rev. Jovian P. Lang, Dictionary of the Liturgy (1989), p. 604 – “Distinctive of the Roman Catholic Church, Sunday   
Mass observance became a mark of a practicing Catholic.” 
 
Rev. John O’Brien, The Faith of Millions (1974), pp. 317, 322 – “The attendance at Mass is the mark of a practical 
Catholic . . . she commands the worship of God and demands attendance at Sunday Mass.”  
 
Cardinal James Gibbons, The Faith of Our Fathers, 91st Edition (1917), p. 89: “But you may read the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation, and you will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of Sunday. The Scriptures 
enforce the religious observance of Saturday, a day which we never sanctify." 
 
John Paul II, quoted in the Detroit News, July 7, 1998: “In obedience to the Third Commandment, Sunday must be 
sanctified, above all, by participation in Holy Mass.”’ 
 
Does Anyone Have the Mark of the Beast Right Now?  
 

§ Rev. 13:11-17 – The mark will not be received until the image to the beast is set up. 
§ Dan. 3:8-12 – Image worship was enforced by law; the mark of the beast will not be received until Sunday 

worship is enforced by law. America has a history of Sunday Legislation!  
§ Rev. 14:6-12 – The last warning message commands us to worship the Creator – how will we choose?  

 
John Gilmary Shea, American Catholic Quarterly Review, Volume 8 (1883), page 152 – “For ages all Christian 
nations looked to the Catholic Church, and . . . the various states enforced by law her ordinances as to worship and 
cessation of labor on Sunday. Protestantism, in discarding the authority of the Church, has no good reason for its 
Sunday theory, and ought, logically, to keep Saturday as the Sabbath.” 
 
John Gilmary Shea, American Catholic Quarterly Review, Volume 8 (1883), pg. 139 – “Strange as it may seem, the 
State, in passing laws for the due sanctification of Sunday, is unwittingly acknowledging the authority of the 
Catholic Church, and carrying out more or less faithfully its prescriptions.” 
 
John Paul II, Dies Domini, May 31, 1998, pages 29-30: “When, through the centuries, she has made laws 
concerning Sunday rest, the Church has had in mind above all the work of servants and workers . . . because it 
[Sunday] needed greater regulation to lighten its burden and thus enable everyone to keep the Lord’s Day holy . . . 
Christians will naturally strive to ensure that civil legislation respects their duty to keep Sunday holy.” 
 
Harold Lindsell, editor, Christianity Today, 7 May 1976 – “The proper use of the Lord's Day . . . can come about by 
free choice or it can be legislated. It is highly unlikely that it will be accomplished by voluntary action by the 
citizenry generally. Therefore the only way to accomplish the objective is by force of legislative fiat through the 
duly elected officials of the people.” 
 
Sunday Legislation 
 

§ Several nations around the world have Sunday rest laws at present. 
§ The European Union has discussed implementing Sunday rest laws for its member nations. 
§ America has a history of Sunday rest laws, which have existed since the colonial period.  
§ The U.S. Supreme Court has heard several state-level Sunday Law cases, and has ruled consistently that 

these laws do not violate either the “establishment” or “free exercise” clauses of the First Amendment.  
§ Although Sunday Laws exist in tension with religious liberty, the legal stage has been set for a future 

National Sunday Law in America.  
 
Cardinal James Gibbons, The Catholic Mirror, 23 Dec 1893: “Reason and sense demand the acceptance of one or 
the other of these alternatives: either Protestantism and the keeping holy of Saturday, or Catholicity and the 
keeping holy of Sunday. Compromise is impossible.” 


