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HOPE THROUGH PROPHECY – 2017   
Presentation #11 – “Does Prophecy Predict the Destiny of America?”  
 
REVIEW OF FOUNDATIONAL POINTS 
 

§ The Ten Commandments are still in effect for Christians in the New Testament dispensation. 
§ The Bible Sabbath is the seventh day of the week (Saturday) and not the first day of the week (Sunday).  
§ The antichrist power of prophecy is the system of the papacy and the Roman Catholic Church.  
§ Rome claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday as the day of worship without any Biblical authority. 
§ The seal of God consists of the seventh-day Sabbath in the heart of God’s Law. 
§ The mark of the beast will consist of Sunday worship when legislated by law.  
§ The mark of the beast is not being received right now, but only when laws require its observance.  
§ QUESTIONS – Does God mention America in the Bible? What role does America play in the end times?  

 
REVELATION 13:1-10 
 

§ This “sea beast” is a symbol of the papal power.  
§ “Seas” symbolize the nations of earth and populated areas (Rev. 17:15).  
§ A “beast” is a kingdom, empire, or nation (Dan. 7:17, 23).  
§ The seven heads are both mountains and kingdoms, consisting of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, 

Pagan Rome, and Papal Rome (Rev. 17:10-11).  
§ The ten horns symbolize the European nations that formed in AD 476, as well as an end-time global 

coalition of nations that unify with the antichrist (Dan. 7:7-8; Rev. 17:12-14).  
§ “Crowns” are a symbol of kingly political authority (Rev. 19:12, 16). 
§  “Blasphemy” is claiming equality with God and the power to forgive sins (Mark 2:7; John 10:33).  
§ This “sea beast” has the body of a leopard (Greece, Dan. 7:6), the feet of a bear (Persia, Dan. 7:5), and the 

mouth of a lion (Babylon, Dan. 7:4).  
§ This power gets its authority from the dragon, a symbol of Satan and Pagan Rome (Rev. 12:3-4, 7-9; 20:2).  
§ It receives a “deadly wound,” a loss of power, which took place in 1798, and this wound will be healed, as 

it will regain power once again.  
§ The whole world will wonder after and worship this power.  
§ It had ruled for 42 prophetic months, or 1260 literal years, from 538-1798, making war with the saints as a 

persecuting power.  
§ Yet, because it led into captivity and killed with the sword, this power went into captivity and was killed 

with the sword, having received a loss of power in the year 1798.  
 
REVELATION 13:11-18 
 

§ Around the year 1798, another beast arises.  
§ This nation or empire arises out of the “earth,” a symbol of a sparsely populated area (the opposite of the 

“sea”), and helps to end the 1260-year period of persecution (Rev. 12:13-16).  
§ This nation/empire has two horns like a lamb (a professed Christian nation), but speaks like a dragon, 

becoming superpower to do a work of evil.  
§ What nation in history arose around 1798 in a sparsely populated area as a Christian nation, and 

eventually becomes a superpower?  
§ The United States is the only nation/empire that fits the rise of the “earth beast.”  
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§ It causes “fire” to come from heaven through the use of “miracles,” which conveys the idea of a 
counterfeit spiritual revival in America.  

§ It will form an “image” to Rome, legislating the antichrist’s mark of Sunday worship.  
§ Rome used civil power in past ages to enforce its agenda, and America will follow suit by giving “life” to 

the image – backing up this legislation with military power, persecuting all non-compliant people.  
§ There will be economic sanctions against those who refuse to capitulate, and any resisters will also be 

forbidden to preach or speak against this agenda (Prov. 23:23).  
§ America will form an image to Rome by restricting religious liberty by legislation enforcing Sunday rest.  
§ This is quite ironic, since America arose as a haven of religious liberty.  
§ Christian Rome (the Papacy) and America (the image to the Papacy) have both revealed the co-existence 

of religious liberty and Sunday Legislation in their respective histories.   
 
Constantine, Edict of Milan (AD 313): “As we long since perceived that religious liberty should not be denied . . . 
we had given orders, that each one, and the Christians among the rest, have the liberty to observe the religion of 
his choice, and his peculiar mode of worship.” 
 
Constantine, First Recorded Sunday Law (AD 321): “On the venerable Day of the Sun let the magistrates and 
people residing in the cities rest, and let all workshops be closed.” 
 
Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776): “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 
and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
 
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution (1791): “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 
 
America’s First Sunday Law, Virginia (1610): “Every man or woman shall repair in the morning to the divine service 
and sermons preached upon the Sabbath day, and in the afternoon to divine service, and catechizing, upon pain 
for the first fault to lose their provision and allowance for the whole week . . . for the second, to lose the said 
allowance and also be whipt; and for the third to suffer death.”  
 
Blair Bill, 50th Congress, 21 May 1888: “To secure to the people the enjoyment of the first day of the week, 
commonly known as the Lord's Day, as a day of rest, and to promote its observance as a day of worship.” 
 
Alonzo T. Jones, Before the U.S. Committee on Education and Labor, Dec. 13, 1888: “This national Sunday bill 
which is under discussion here to-day is antichristian . . . We are against every Sunday law that was ever made in 
this world, from the first enacted by Constantine to this one now proposed; and we would be equally against a 
Sabbath law if it were proposed, for that would be antichristian, too.” 
 
Jon Lanaro, “Sacking Sunday,” Catholic Twin Circle (August 25, 1985), page 12: “All Americans would do well to 
petition the President and the Congress to make a Federal law – an amendment to the Constitution if need be – to 
re-establish the Sabbath as a national day of rest, so that religious and non-religious Americans can rest in peace.” 
 
U.S. SUPREME COURT ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND SUNDAY LEGISLATION 
 
Justice Black, Everson v. Board of Education (1947): “The 'establishment of religion' clause of the First 
Amendment means at least this: Neither a state nor the Federal Government can set up a church. Neither can pass 
laws which aid one religion, aid all religions, or prefer one religion over another.” 
 
Chief Justice Warren, McGowan v. Maryland (1961): “The prohibition of secular business on Sunday is advocated 
on the ground that by it the general welfare is advanced, labor protected, and the moral and physical well-being of 
society promoted . . . Sunday Closing Laws . . . provide a uniform day of rest for all citizens; the fact that this day is 
Sunday, a day of particular religious significance for the dominant Christian sects, does not bar the State from 
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achieving its secular goals . . . For these reasons, we hold that the Maryland statutes are not laws respecting an 
establishment of religion.”  
 
Justice Scalia, Employment Division v. Smith (1990): “We have never held that an individual's religious beliefs 
excuse him from compliance with an otherwise valid law prohibiting conduct that the State is free to regulate . . . 
We upheld Sunday-closing laws against the claim that they burdened the religious practices of persons whose 
religions compelled them to refrain from work on other days.” 
 
Justice Stewart, Braunfeld v. Brown (1961) – Dissent – “Pennsylvania has passed a law which compels an 
Orthodox Jew to choose between his religious faith and his economic survival. That is a cruel choice. It is a choice 
which I think no State can constitutionally demand. For me this is not something that can be swept under the rug 
and forgotten in the interest of enforced Sunday togetherness. I think the impact of this law upon these 
appellants grossly violates their constitutional right to the free exercise of their religion.”  
 
Justice Douglas, dissenting view from McGowan v. Maryland (1961): “The truth is, however much it may be 
disguised, that this one day of rest is a purely religious idea . . . and in most of the States . . . the aid of the law to 
enforce its observance has been given under the pretense of a civil, municipal, or police regulation . . . The Court 
picks and chooses language from various decisions to bolster its conclusion that these Sunday laws, in the modern 
setting, are ‘civil regulations.’ No matter how much is written, no matter what is said, the parentage of these laws 
is the Fourth Commandment, and they serve and satisfy the religious predispositions of our Christian communities 
. . . It seems to me plain that by these laws the States compel one, under sanction of law, to refrain from work or 
recreation on Sunday because of the majority’s religious views about that day. The State by law makes Sunday a 
symbol of respect or adherence . . . The issue . . . would therefore be in better focus if we imagined that a state 
legislature, controlled by orthodox Jews and Seventh-Day Adventists, passed a law making it a crime to keep a 
shop open on Saturdays. Would a Baptist, Catholic, Methodist, or Presbyterian be compelled to obey that law or 
go to jail or pay a fine? Or suppose that Moslems grew in political strength here and got a law through a state 
legislature making it a crime to keep a shop open on Fridays. Would the rest of us have to submit under the fear of 
criminal sanctions?” 
 
Allen Parker, quoted by Justice Douglas in his dissenting view from McGowan (1961): “The good people of my 
congregation set aside their jobs on the first of the week and gather in God’s house for worship. Of course, it is 
easy for them to set aside their jobs since Sunday closing laws – inspired by the Church – keep them from their 
work. At the Seventh Day Baptist church the people set aside their jobs on Saturday to worship God. This takes real 
sacrifice because Saturday is a good day for business. But that is not all – they are required by law to set aside their 
jobs on Sunday . . . I do not believe that because I have set aside Sunday as a holy day I have the right to force all 
men to set aside that day also. Why should my faith be favored by the State over any other man’s faith?”  
 
Miriam Cho, “State Sunday Laws,” Liberty Magazine (2003), page 15: “Sunday laws . . . do not generally create a 
major day-to-day burden on non-Sunday worshipers as they are currently enforced. Nevertheless, their continued 
existence along with case law upholding their constitutionality, establishes the principle that the majority can 
impose its day of worship on religious minorities. Such a principle is antithetical to religious freedom. While public 
sentiment may not currently support the enforcement or expansion of Sunday laws . . . the legal stage is set for the 
enforcement and expansion of Sunday laws. These laws therefore, are not merely historical oddities, but rather 
dangerous precedents that pose a threat to our future religious liberty.” 
 
The Catholic Record, London, Ontario (Sept. 1, 1923), p. 4 – “The Bible still teaches that the Sabbath or Saturday 
should be kept holy. There is no authority in the New Testament for the substitution of Sunday for Saturday . . . It 
stands there in the Bible as one of the Ten Commandments. There is no authority in the Bible for abrogating this 
Commandment, or for transferring its observance to another day of the week . . . For Catholics there is not the 
slightest difficulty . . . The Church is above the Bible; and this transference of Sabbath observance from Saturday to 
Sunday is proof positive of that fact. Deny the authority of the Church and you have no adequate or reasonable 
explanation for the substitution of Sunday for Saturday.”   
 


