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REVELATION TODAY – 2020  
Presentation #15 – “The Return of the Woman”  
 
EPHESIANS 4:4-5 
 

§ Paul wrote that there is one body and one faith, i.e. one true church and one true faith.  
§ This text suggests a question: Who or what makes up God’s true church and true faith?  
§ NOTE: In every age of history God has had faithful believers in various churches that make up His true 

spiritual church for all time; in the present day, God also has faithful believers in various churches who are 
a part of His true spiritual church in this current generation of history!  

§ NOTE: In Christ’s day, God also had a visible, organized, denominated church that promoted his present-
day message for that generation; in our day, God also has a visible, organized, denominated body of 
believers that promotes His present-day message for this modern-day generation.  

 
2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-8 
 

§ Paul predicted a falling away from the faith and a revealing of antichrist before Christ returns.  
§ The power in place in Paul’s day was preventing the coming of the antichrist; yet, once this power 

experienced a demise, the antichrist would be revealed. 
§ He was speaking of Imperial Rome, the power in his day; yet, once Imperial Rome fell, the way was 

prepared for the next power to arrive, Papal Rome; this power is the antichrist power of prophecy.  
§ The history of God’s true church as described in Revelation will show that God’s true church went into 

hiding during the dark ages; yet, Revelation predicts that this church will return and re-emerge toward the 
end of human history, and have specific qualities so that we can identify this church!   

§ NOTE: Since the antichrist power is a visible, organized, denominated system with a false gospel message 
it gives to the world, God must also have a visible, organized, denominated system with a true gospel 
message for the world. These two systems are actually discussed in the book of Revelation!  

 
REVELATION 17:1-11  
 

§ A “woman” in prophecy symbolizes a church (Eph. 5:22-32; 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:6-9);  
§ This “harlot/whore” symbolizes a false religious system, and points to the system of Papal Rome.  
§ This system is the “mother” because it has false offspring religious systems that promote its teachings.  
§ The “seven heads” on the antichrist beast are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Imperial 

Rome, and Papal Rome; each of these empires was a manifestation of antichrist; the final power of Papal 
Rome is the final manifestation of antichrist at the end of human history.  

 
REVELATION 12:1-6, 13-17  
 

§ This passage describes the manifestation of God’s true church!  
§ Notice that the woman arose (vs. 1-5), went into hiding (vs. 6, 13-15), and the returned (vs. 16-17)! 
§ The phrase “rest of her offspring” (NKJV) can also be translated as “remnant of her seed” (KJV). 
§ This “offspring” of the “woman” (the “remnant of her seed”) is the re-emergence and return of the 

“woman,” God’s true church, after being in hiding for many, many years!  
§ The word “remnant” means “that which remains” and is like the original; the “remnant” is God’s end-

time church in Revelation that is like the apostolic church, the original Christian Church.  
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§ Notice that Satan sends a flood of persecution after this woman; this is symbolic language describing how 
Satan would persecute God’s true church (Rev. 17:15) for 1260 years (538-1798).  

§ Yet, the earth would help the woman, which is a symbol of how the rise of the United States would help 
to end the dark-age persecution of the church by the papacy (cf. Rev. 12:16; 13:11-12).  

§ This end-time church would emerge in America after 1798, sometime after the 1260 years (538-1798).  
§ This church would also keep all ten of God’s commandments, including the true Bible Sabbath.  
§ This church would also have the “testimony of Jesus,” which is the gift of prophecy and a prophetic 

message (Rev. 19:10; 1 Cor. 1:6-7; Eph. 4:11; Acts 2:17-18).  
§ The “testimony of Jesus” (Greek – marturia) also describes a worldwide gospel testimony, or “witness” 

(Greek – marturion), which would be given to the world by this church before Christ returns (Matt. 24:14).  
§ The only end-time Gospel testimony to be given to the world in Revelation is described as the Three 

Angels’ Messages (Rev. 14:6-12); God’s end-time church will proclaim this specific last-day message. 
 
THE TRUE “WOMAN” – REVELATION’S END-TIME CHURCH  
 

§ Quality #1 – God’s true church emerges in America after the year 1798.  
§ Quality #2 – God’s true church will keep God’s Ten Commandments, including the Bible Sabbath. 
§ Quality #3 – God’s true church will also have the testimony of Jesus, the prophetic gift. 
§ Quality #4 – God’s true church will have a global Gospel testimony – the Three Angels’ Messages.  
§ NOTE: One church that has all four of these qualities is the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  
§ NOTE: This church is a SYSTEM of truth and does not teach exclusiveness; all churches have both faithful 

and unfaithful members within their ranks; no one church controls the spiritual market on salvation!   
§ NOTE: The Seventh-day Adventist Church arose in America after 1798 (it was organized between 1863 

and 1868); it also promotes all ten commandments of God, including the Bible Sabbath; it has a prophetic 
message and the prophetic gift through the life and ministry of Ellen G. White; it also promotes an end-
time Gospel testimony on a global scale, the Three Angels’ Messages (Rev. 14:6-12).  

 
OTHER DOCTRINAL BELIEFS OF THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
 

§ Sanctity of God’s Law and the seventh-day Sabbath 
§ The literal and audible return of Jesus Christ 
§ Water baptism by total immersion and the Ordinance of Humility/Communion 
§ Spiritual Gifts of the Holy Spirit, including the Gift of Prophecy 
§ The practice of faithful stewardship (tithes/offerings), health reform, and dress reform 
§ The Godhead – Father, Son (Jesus Christ), and Holy Spirit 
§ Death is a dreamless, unconscious sleep; hellfire is not eternal, but annihilates the unsaved 
§ The presence of the heavenly sanctuary where Christ serves as our High Priest, Advocate, and 

Intercessory, and the Pre-Advent Judgment, which began in the year 1844, per Dan. 8:14 
§ Salvation comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and good works are the fruit of salvation 
§ Christ lived a sinless life, suffered an atoning death, and resurrected bodily as our Savior/Messiah 

 
IS THE SDA CHURCH A CULT?  
 

§ The SDA Church is not a cult; it teaches salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ! 
§ John 10:16 – Christ is calling all faithful Christians into one spiritual fold; He has followers everywhere! 
§ Rev. 17:5; 18:1-4 – God is calling His faithful people out of spiritual Babylon and her harlot daughters!  
§ Which church do you belong to? Why are you a member of that church? Is God calling you to unite with 

His end-time remnant church, which is called to proclaim Revelation’s Gospel message to the world?  


