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REVELATION TODAY – 2020  
Presentation #17 – “Will Humanity Face a Final Judgment?”  
 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:10  
 

▪ Every person will have to stand before Christ’s judgment seat (Rom. 14:10-12). 
▪ Every detail of our lives will be taken into account in the judgment (Eccl. 12:13-14).  
▪ God has also appointed a day when He will conduct this judgment (Acts 17:30-31).  
▪ The prophet Daniel was shown this time of judgment in prophetic vision. 

 
DANIEL 7:9-14 
 

▪ God the Father (the Ancient of days) presides in this heavenly judgment.  
▪ Angels are witnesses in this heavenly judgment (Rev. 5:11; Heb. 1:13-14).  
▪ Record books are involved in this heavenly judgment as well.  
▪ This judgment is conducted sometime prior to the end of the world before Jesus returns (Rev. 22:12).  
▪ The prophet Daniel was given the longest time prophecy in the Bible that gives us insight into when this 

heavenly pre-Advent judgment takes place before Christ’s return.  
 
DANIEL 8:1-27 
 

▪ The ram is Medo-Persia and the male goat is Greece (Dan. 8:20-21).  
▪ The notable horn on the male goat is Alexander the Great, who conquered Persia. 
▪ The four horns are four Greek kingdoms that emerged after Alexander’s death.  
▪ The little horn is Rome in both its imperial and papal phases.  
▪ 2300 prophetic days equates to 2300 literal years (Num. 14:34; Eze. 4:6).  
▪ After this time period, the sanctuary would be cleansed. What sanctuary is Daniel referring to? What does 

it mean for the sanctuary to be cleansed? When do the 2300 years begin and end?  
 
THE CLEANSING OF THE SANCTUARY 
 

▪ The 2300 years span well into the future from Daniel’s day. 
▪ Dan. 8:14, therefore, could not refer to the earthly sanctuary, since it was destroyed by the Romans in 

A.D. 70 and has never been rebuilt since that time.  
▪ There is, however, a heavenly sanctuary (Heb. 8:1-2; Rev. 8:3-5; 9:13; 11:19; 15:5; 16:17).  
▪ What does it mean for the heavenly sanctuary to be cleansed?  
▪ The earthly sanctuary and its services were shadows of divine services (Heb. 8:4-5; 9:1).  
▪ On the Day of Atonement, the high priest, who wore the breastplate of judgment, cleansed the earthly 

sanctuary from the sins of Israel (Lev. 16:1-34).  
▪ He cleansed the golden altar where the sins were stored symbolically (Exo. 30:1, 10; Lev. 16:18-19; Jer. 

17:1), thus cleansing Israel from its sins (Lev. 16:30, 33).  
▪ No one was physically present in the sanctuary while this judgment was taking place (Lev. 16:17); in like 

manner, believers will not be physically present when Christ judges them in the heavenly sanctuary.  
▪ Christ will judge all believers registered in the book of life, starting with Adam and Eve; those who 

overcome will have their sins blotted out, while professed Christians who fall away will have their names 
blotted out; when the sins of the faithful are blotted out, the heavenly sanctuary will be cleansed. 
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HEBREWS 9:23-28 
 

▪ The Day of Atonement was a day of judgment for ancient Israel. 
▪ The sanctuary and the people were cleansed from all their sins on that day.  
▪ This service was an object lesson on how Christ would cleanse the heavenly sanctuary and the faithful 

from the record of their sins during a time of judgment.  
▪ This judgment would take place near the end of the world, just prior to Christ’s return.  

 
THE 2300 DAYS/YEARS 
 

▪ No starting point for this prophecy was given in Dan. 8. 
▪ The Hebrew word for this time prophecy is mareh, which refers to the 2300 years.  
▪ Dan. 8:26-27 – “The vision [mareh] of the evenings and the mornings which was told is true . . . I was 

astonished by the vision [mareh], but no one understood it.”  
▪ In the first part of Dan. 9 the prophet Daniel prayed to God for an understanding of this vision.  
▪ Gabriel returned in Dan. 9:20-27 to give Daniel the understanding that he prayed for.  
▪ Dan. 9:22-23 – “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand . . . Therefore consider the 

matter, and understand the vision [mareh].”  
▪ Gabriel introduced another time prophecy, which must be related to Dan. 8:14! 
▪ Dan. 9:24 – “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city . . . to seal up the 

vision and the prophecy.”  
▪ The word “determined” [chathak] in Dan. 9:25 means to be “cut off” or “be divided.”  
▪ Since the 70 prophetic weeks are 490 literal years and are divided from the 2300 years, they must 

constitute the first 490 years of the 2300 years. 
▪ A starting point was given for the 490 years (Dan. 9:25); therefore the 2300 years must also have the 

same starting point, which was the year 457 B.C.!  
▪ If we go 2300 years from 457 B.C., we land on the year A.D. 1844.  
▪ This is the very year that Christ began the pre-Advent sanctuary judgment.  
▪ William Miller, a Baptist preacher, first predicted that Christ would return in 1843-1844. 
▪ Adventists later understood the heavenly sanctuary and its cleansing as a process of judgment that began 

in the year 1844; this year ushered in the final period of earth’s history where the church is judged!  
▪ The Three Angels’ Messages would also be proclaimed during this period up until Christ’s return!  

 
REVELATION 14:6-7 
 

▪ The first angel’s message announces the arrival of the judgment, which began in 1844.  
▪ 1 Peter 4:17 – Judgment must begin with the house of God, i.e. the faithful.  
▪ Acts 3:19-20 – We must repent and convert to have our sins blotted out before Christ returns.  
▪ Revelation 3:5 – Those who overcome will not have their names blotted out of the Book of Life.  

 
 
 


