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REVELATION TODAY – 2020  
Presentation #18 – “Avoiding the Point of No Return”  
 
MATTHEW 12:31-32 
 

▪ Christ states that the unpardonable sin is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  
▪ What is the unpardonable sin? What is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? 
▪ Before we identify this sin, we must first understand who the Holy Spirit is and what His job 

responsibilities are in the plan of salvation.  
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

▪ The Holy Spirit is God, and is a member of the Godhead, which consists of the Father, Son, and Spirit.  
▪ The Holy Spirit is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Son. 
▪ Texts – Acts 5:1-4; 13:2; Matt. 28:19; 1 John 5:7; Gen. 1:1-2, 26; Heb. 9:14.  

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

▪ The Holy Spirit leads people into a new-birth conversion experience (John 3:5; Titus 3:5).  
▪ The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to each member of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:4-11).  
▪ The Holy Spirit is our divine teacher (John 14:26; 1 Cor. 2:9-14; Luke 12:12).  
▪ The Holy Spirit guides Jesus’ followers into all truth (John 16:13; 17:17).  
▪ The Holy Spirit reproves and convicts people of sin (John 16:7-8).  
▪ The Holy Spirit writes God’s Law into the heart and mind of a Christian (Heb. 10:15-16).  
▪ The Holy Spirit is the inner voice of conscience, speaking to our minds (Isa. 30:21; John 10:27-28).  
▪ The Holy Spirit ultimately seals us with the truth for Christ’s return (Eph. 4:30; 2 Cor. 1:21-22; Eph. 1:13).  

 
THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 
 

▪ The Holy Spirit has some very important job responsibilities – we can’t be saved without Him! 
▪ The unpardonable sin is any sin of which the Holy Spirit makes us aware of that we consistently refuse to 

repent of and surrender to Christ, which results in a heart that is hardened in rebellion against God.  
▪ This sin basically consists of someone settling his or her mind against God’s truth and Christ’s salvation. 
▪ The unpardonable sin can take place in several stages.   
▪ Eph. 4:30 – we begin the unpardonable sin when we GRIEVE the Holy Spirit. 
▪ 1 Thess. 5:19 – when we grieve the Spirit, we begin to QUENCH the Holy Spirit.  
▪ Acts 7:51 – when we grieve and quench the Spirit, we begin the process of RESISTING the Spirit.  
▪ Heb. 3:7-8, 12-15 – after grieving, quenching, and resisting the Spirit habitually, we begin the process of 

HARDENING the heart against the Spirit’s impressions.  
▪ If we cherish willful, known, premeditated sin over time, resisting the Spirit’s appeals to repent and 

surrender in the process, the heart will harden in rebellion against God.  
▪ Acts 24:25; 26:27-28 – Felix and Agrippa resisted the Spirit after hearing Paul preach.  
▪ 1 Sam. 15:22-23 – Saul committed the unpardonable sin through consistent rebellion and disobedience.  
▪ Rev. 3:20-22 – As Jesus knocks at the door of the heart we must open the door and hear the Spirit.  
▪ Are we obeying the voice of the Spirit, or are we resisting Him in some area of our lives? 
▪ The sin that God can’t forgive is the sin that we refuse to repent of and surrender to Him.  
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Testimonies for the Church, 2:347: “The brain nerves which communicate to the entire system are the only 
medium through which Heaven can communicate to man, and affect his inmost life. Whatever disturbs the 
circulation of the electric currents in the nervous system, lessens the strength of the vital powers, and the 
result is a deadening of the sensibilities of the mind.” 
 
The Faith I Live By, page 58: “Conscience is the voice of God . . . when it is resisted, the Spirit of God is 
grieved . . . The sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit does not lie in any sudden word or deed; it is the 
firm, determined resistance of truth and evidence . . . It is not that God sends out a decree that man shall not 
be saved . . . But man at first resists a motion of the Spirit of God, and, having once resisted, it is less difficult 
to do so the second time, less the third, and far less the fourth . . . God destroys no one. The sinner destroys 
himself by his own impenitence . . . No one need look upon the sin against the Holy Ghost as something 
mysterious and indefinable. The sin against the Holy Ghost is the sin of persistent refusal to respond to the 
invitation to repent.” 
 
Christ’s Object Lessons, page 281: “When the appeals of the Holy Spirit come to the heart, our only safety lies 
in responding to them without delay . . . It is unsafe to delay obedience. You may never hear the invitation 
again . . . And let none flatter themselves that sins cherished for a time can easily be given up by and by. This 
is not so. Every sin cherished weakens the character and strengthens habit; and physical, mental, and moral 
depravity is the result. You may repent of the wrong you have done, and set your feet in right paths; but the 
mold of your mind and your familiarity with evil will make it difficult for you to distinguish between right and 
wrong.” 
 
Steps to Christ, page 34: “Every sinful indulgence strengthens the soul's aversion to God . . . Christ is ready to 
set us free from sin, but He does not force the will; and if by persistent transgression the will itself is wholly 
bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set free, if we will not accept His grace, what more can He do? We 
have destroyed ourselves by our determined rejection of His love.” 
 
Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, page 93: “No soul is ever finally deserted of God . . . so long as there is 
any hope of his salvation . . . Our heavenly Father follows us with appeals and warnings and assurances of 
compassion, until further opportunities and privileges would be wholly in vain. The responsibility rests with 
the sinner. By resisting the Spirit of God today, he prepares the way for a second resistance of light when it 
comes with mightier power. Thus he passes on from one stage of resistance to another . . . until . . . he will 
cease to respond in any measure to the Spirit of God.” 
 
Evangelism, page 280: “Some may be listening to the last sermon they will ever hear . . . With an unction of 
the Holy Spirit upon him, giving him a burden for souls, he [the evangelist] will not dismiss a congregation 
without presenting before them Jesus Christ, the sinner's only refuge, making earnest appeals that will reach 
their hearts. He should feel that he may never meet these hearers again until the great day of God . . . In 
every discourse fervent appeals should be made to the people to forsake their sins and turn to Christ.” 

 
AVOIDING THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 
 

▪ We must surrender all our sins to Christ and turn our lives over to Him. 
▪ We must be sensitive to the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds.  
▪ We must allow the Holy Spirit to guide, teach, and convict us of truth. 
▪ We must also allow Him to empower us to keep and obey the truth.  
▪ This process will help us to avoid the unpardonable sin, i.e. the point of no return!  
▪ Will you submit to the work of the Holy Spirit in your life today?  
▪ Are you willing to allow the Holy Spirit to change your heart and transform your life? 


